BEFORE THE
NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of the Petition of the Nebraska )

Telecommunications Association for ) .
Investigation and Review of Processes and ) Application No. NUSF-77
Procedures Regarding the NUSF. )

RURAL INDEPENDENT COMPANIES’ PROPOSED ISSUES LIST
AND COMMENTS

! commend the Commission for establishing

The Rural Independent Companies
the NUSF, and particularly the High Cost Fund, which has been and continues to be
critical to the preservation and advancement of universal service in Nebraska for the
benefit of all Nebraska telecommunications consumers, and which continues to create
access to advanced telecommunications and information services for all regions of the
State. The Rural Independent Companies further commend the Commission for opening
this docket at the request of the Nebraska Telecommunications Association (“NTA”).

On January 14, 2010, a Petition was filed by the NTA requesting commencement
of an investigation and review of the processes and procedures regarding the Nebraska
Universal Service Fund (“NUSF”’). On March 8, 2010, the Commission held a planning
conference to discuss a timeline for the development of issues to be included in its
investigation and review of the processes and procedures regarding the NUSF. The

Commission concluded that interested parties should file a list of issues and/or comments

to be discussed during a workshop to be held on June 24, 2010.

! Arlington Telephone Company, Blair Telephone Company, Cambridge Telephone Co., Clarks
Telecommunications Co., Consolidated Telephone Company, Consolidated Telco, Inc., Consolidated
Telecom, Inc., The Curtis Telephone Company, Eastern Nebraska Telephone Company, Great Plains
Communications, Inc., Hamilton Telephone Company, Hartington Telecommunications Co., Inc., Hershey
Cooperative Telephone Company, Inc., K & M Telephone Company, Inc., The Nebraska Central
Telephone Company, Northeast Nebraska Telephone Company, Rock County Telephone Company,
Stanton Telephone Co., Inc., and Three River Telco are identified as the “Rural Independent Companies”.



The Rural Independent Companies identified below appreciate the opportunity to
provide these brief comments and the Proposed Issues List in response to the
Commission’s Order Setting Procedural Schedule, entered March 10, 2010.

Proposed Issues List

Issue No. 1: Should the Commission establish a new NUSF Broadband
Deployment Fund (“BDF”), separate and apart from existing NUSF programs, for the
purpose of expanding the availability of broadband in this State?

If the response to Issue No. 1 is in the affirmative, the following sub-issues should
be considered:

Sub-Issue A: What definition of “broadband”, including minimum actual
download and upload speeds, should be utilized by the Commission with regard
to the BDF?

Sub-Issue B: What are the policy goals of the BDF?

Sub-Issue C: What is the funding source for the BDF?

Sub-Issue D: What should be the size of the BDF?

Sub-Issue E: Who is eligible to apply and to receive grants from the BDF?

Sub-Issue F: How can the results of the current broadband mapping project be
best utilized to target BDF grants?

Sub-Issue G: What will be the terms and procedures of the application and grant
process, including application requirements, project evaluation criteria, award
process, project completion reporting and verification?

Issue No. 2: How can the NUSF, and in particular the BDF, be most effectively
integrated with the FCC’s development and implementation of the National Broadband
Plan (“NBP”), and specifically Chapter 8 thereof?

Sub-Issue A: Should this docket be held in abeyance until the FCC completes the
significant changes described in “Stage One” of the “Roadmap for USF/ICF
Reform” (NBP, p. 144)?

Sub-Issue B: How can the Commission best coordinate its NUSF policies with
federal actions to promote broadband availability in Nebraska?



Sub-Issue C: Should the Commission and Nebraska ETCs support the FCC’s
“Recommendations” regarding federal USF reform and intercarrier compensation
reform set forth in Chapter 8 of the NBP? If not, in what respects should such
Recommendations be modified?

Issue No. 3:  Will current NUSF surcharge receipts be sufficient to maintain universal
service in Nebraska if the changes to the federal USF described in the NBP are adopted
by the FCC? If not, what actions can be taken by the Commission to maintain universal
service in this State?

The Rural Independent Companies look forward to receiving suggested issues that
may be identified by other parties to this proceeding, and will provide comments thereon
in the Rural Independent Companies’ Reply Comments. The Rural Independent
Companies also intend to participate in the Commission Workshop scheduled in this

proceeding for June 24, 2010.

Dated: April 19, 2010. Arlington Telephone Company, Blair Telephone
Company, Cambridge Telephone Co., Clarks
Telecommunications Co., Consolidated Telephone
Company, Consolidated Telco, Inc., Consolidated
Telecom, Inc., The Curtis Telephone Company, Eastern
Nebraska Telephone Company, Great Plains
Communications, Inc., Hamilton Telephone Company,
Hartington Telecommunications Co., Inc., Hershey
Cooperative Telephone Company, Inc., K & M
Telephone Company, Inc., The Nebraska Central
Telephone Company, Northeast Nebraska Telephone
Company, Rock County Telephone Company, Stanton
Telephone Co., Inc., and Three River Telco (the “Rural
Independent Companies™)
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that on this 19® day of April, 2010, an electronic
copy of the foregoing pleading was delivered to:

Windstream Communications
Steve Meradith

Windstream Communications
1440 “M” Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

Steve.Meradith@windstream.com

United Telephone Company of the West dba
CenturyLink

William Hendricks

805 Broadway Street

Vancouver WA 98660-3277
Tre.Hendricks@embarq.com
-and-

Deonne Bruning

2901 Bonacum Drive
Lincoln, NE 68502
deonnebruning@neb.rr.com

Rural Telecommunications Coalition of Nebraska
(RTCN)

Troy Kirk

Rembolt Ludtke, LLP

1201 Lincoln Mall, Suite #102

Lincoln, NE 68508

Tkirk@remboltludtke.com

Cox Nebraska Telcom, LLC
Deonne Bruning

2901 Bonacum Drive
Lincoln, NE 68502
deonnebruning@neb.rr.com
-and-

Rob Logsdon
Rob.logsdon@cox.com



Verizon / Verizon Wireless

Stephen Rowell

Verizon Wireless

P O Box 2177

Little Rock AR 72203
Stephen.Rowell@VerizonWireless.com

Richard Severy

Verizon

201 Spear Street, 9% Floor
San Francisco CA 94105

richard.b.severy@verizonvbusiness.com

Thomas Dixon

Verizon

707 — 17™ Street, Suite #4000
Denver CO 80202

Thomas.f.Dixon@verizon.com

Steven Seglin

Crosby Guenzel, LLP

134 South 13™ Street, Suite #400
Lincoln, NE 68508

SGS@crosbylawfirm.com

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska
d/b/a Frontier Communications of Nebraska

Stephen Hegdal

Frontier Communications

14450 Burnhaven Drive
Burnsville MN 55306
Stephen.Hegdal@frontiercorp.com

Qwest Corporation

Jill Gettman

Gettman and Mills, LLP

10250 Regency Circle, Suite #200



Omaha NE 68114

jgettman@gettmanmills.com

-and-

Timothy Goodwin

Corporate Counsel

1801 California, Suite #1000, Denver CO 80202

tim.goodwin@gwest.com

N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc. d/b/a Viaero Wireless
Loel Brooks

Brooks, Pansing Brooks, PC LLO
1248 O Street, Suite #984
Lincoln NE 68508

(402) 476-3300
Ibrooks@brookspanlaw.com
-and-

Andrew Newell

Viaero Wireless

1224 W Platte Avenue

Fort Morgan CO 80701

(970) 467-3145
andrew.newell@viaero.com

Sprint Communications Company d/b/a Sprint, Nextel
West Corp

d/b/a Nextel and NPCR, Inc.
d/b/a Nextel Partners

Loel Brooks

Brooks, Pansing Brooks, PC LLO
1248 O Street, Suite #984
Lincoln NE 68508

(402) 476-3300
Ibrooks@brookspanlaw.com
-and-

Diane Browning

Chris Fentrup

Sprint Nextel Corp

6450 Sprint Parkway



KSOPHNO0212-2A411
Overland Park KS 66251
(913) 315-9284
Diane.C.Browning@sprint.com

Chris.Fentrup@sprint.com

AT&T Communications of the Midwest, Inc.
And

TCG Omaha, Inc.

Loel Brooks

Brooks, Pansing Brooks, PC, LLO
1248 “O” street, Suite #984
Lincoln, NE 68508

(402) 476-3300
lbrooks@brookspanlaw.com
-and-

Melanie Mclntyre

AT&T Legal Dept.

4300 Market Pointe Dr, Suite 350
Bloomington MN 55435
952-842-4706

Msawyer. | @att.com

-and-

Jon Blessing

AT&T External Affairs

303 299 5703

2535 E. 40™ Avenue

Rm. B1221
Denver, CO 80205-3601

Jb2923@att.com

Nebraska Technology and Telecommunications, Inc.
Mark Fahleson

Rembolt Ludtke, LLP

1201 Lincoln Mall, Suite #102

Lincoln, NE 68508

mfahleson@remboltludtke.com



Allo Communications, LLC
Loel Brooks

Brooks, Pansing Brooks, PC, LLO
1248 “O” street, Suite #984
Lincoln, NE 68508

(402) 476-3300
Ibrooks(@brookspanlaw.com

Nebraska Telecommunications Association
Jack Shultz

Harding and Shultz, PC, LLO

800 Lincoln Square, 121 South 13" Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
ishultz@hslegalfirm.com

Nebraska Public Service Commission
300 The Atrium Building

1200 N Street

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
Sue.Vanicek(@nebraska.gov
Brandy.Zierott@nebraska.gov
Shana.Knutson(@nebraska.gov
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Paul M. Schudel



